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common in those days of uncertain rights and im-
perfect geography, for to the company was granted
all the islands of the West Indies between the tenth
and thirtieth parallels of latitude, a description that
included Cuba, Jamaica, and Porto Rico. The
privileges of the company of colonisation were never
exercised, and looseness in the wording of the grant
was not important.

Another measure of Richelieu, though of no great
importance at the time, possesses a certain interest.
Russia was then hardly regarded as a portion of
Europe, and exercised no influence in European
politics. If the Czar had taken a hand in the Thirty
Years' War it would have excited as much surprise
as if the Shah of Persia had decided to interfere in
behalf of German liberties, but in 1629 Richelieu
sent a representative to the Court of Moscow, and
a treaty was made, the first between two countries
that have since so often met as deadly enemies or
as sworn friends, This treaty had only commercial
advantages in view, and its terms show how greatly
protective principles have grown since that day, for
by it French merchandise could enter Russia on
payment of a duty of two per cent. Compared with
the duties levied under modern protective tariffs,
both in Europe and America, the Russian Czar,
Michael Romanoff, seems like an early apostle of
free trade.

The reign of Louis XIII. was not marked by any
considerable degree of industrial or agricultural de-
velopment. Three centuries ago, the growth of
national wealth was slow, and during the eighteenn away by the edict with the loosenessiskey, furnished
